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JFB CHRISTMAS PARTY 

On December 18, 2008 we held our Annual Christmas Party at Florian Hall.  The party was well at-
tended.   Even Judge El-Amin joined in with the true party goers as they danced to the Cupid Shuffle.  
Although he seemed to focus more on his feet, he was right in step.  Great job Judge!  A great time was 
had by all! There were many new faces in attendance.  I hope to see each of you at general membership 
meetings and other Association events.  This year, members were asked to bring a toy or a $10 donation 
in lieu of a toy.  We collected a lot of toys and $350 with which more toys were purchased.  In this time of 
recession, it was nice to see everyone so giving.  Thank you to each of you who donated a toy and/or 
money.   On Christmas Eve, Abigale Bruce-Watson and I presented the toys to Shepard’s Cove, a 
homeless shelter for women and children.  The Administration was very grateful.  I am sure our contri-
bution brought smiles to a lot of faces on Christmas morning. 
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JFB CHRISTMAS PARTY PHOTOS 

GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS  

At the JFB General Membership meeting on November 20, 2008, the following individuals were elected to 
office: Derron R. Parks, President-Elect; Bridgett A. Greer, Treasurer; Nakia V. Gray, Corresponding Sec-
retary; and Mia L. Woodard, Recording Secretary. 
 
By operation of our by-laws, President Sharon Christmas-DeBerry assumed to the office of President on 
December 1, 2008.  Sharon selected two Executive Officers, Past President Abigale Bruce-Watson and 
Holly D. Reed.  Sharon will also award Committee Chairs in her discretion. Those interested in serving on 
a JFB committee should contact Sharon at: deberry4law@aol.com. 
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BILL MURPHY, ESQ.’s MUST READ LIST 

In our October, 2008 issue, the Honorable Michele D. Hotten, penned an article with respect to the 
September 18, 2008 CLE presented by Billy Murphy.  Judge Hotten reminded us that Mr. Murphy 
opined what he believed to be the three keys to success: 1) Dream big; 2) Love your clients and your 
fellows; and 3) Realize that getting new business and servicing new business are two separate and 
distinct skills and therefore don’t be afraid to sign up that HUGE client.  In that issue you were promised 
Mr. Murphy’s  recommended reading.  That list is set forth below: 

b. For the Defense 
c. Courts and Doctors 
 
9.  Author: Frederick Trevor Hill, Lincoln the 
Lawyer 
 
10.  Author: David Boies, Courting Justice 
 
11. Author: Karen Donovan, David v. Goliath: The 
Trials of David Boies 
 
12. Author: Francis Wellman, The Art of Cross 
Examination 
 
13. Author: Melvin Belli 
a. My Life on Trial 
b. Ready for the Plaintiff 
c. Melvin Belli: King of the Court Room (Mark 
Shaw) 

 
14. Author:  Johnny Cochran, A Lawyers’ Life: 
Journey to Justice 
 
15. Author:  Morris Dees 
a. A Lawyers Life: The Morris Dees Story 
b. A Season for Justice: The Life and Times of 
Civil Rights Lawyer Morris Dees 
 
16. Author: Gene Fowler, The Great Mouthpiece 
 
17. Author: Joe Jamail, My Trial and Jubilations 
 
18. Author: Arthur Liman, Lawyer: A Life of 
Counsel and Controversy (2003) 
 
19. Author: Percy Foreman, King of the 
Courtroom 
 
20. Author: Dale Bumper, The Best Lawyer in a 
One-Lawyer Town 
 
21. Author: J.W. Ehrlich, Lost Art of Cross- 
Examination: Or, Perjury Anyone? 

Recommended Book List for the Attorney-to-Be 
(Listed in no particular order) 

 
1. Author: F. Lee Bailey 
a. To be A Trial Lawyer (1985) 
b. The Defense Never Rests 
c. For the Defense 
d. How to Protect Yourself Against Cops in 
California and Other Strange Places 
 
2. Author: Louis Nizer, My Life in Court 
 
3. Author: Edward Bennett Williams 
a. One Man’s Freedom (1964) 
b. The Man to See (Evan Thomas) 
c. For the Defense (Robert Pack) 
 
4. Author: Adela Rogers St. John       
Person of Reference: Earl Rogers 
a. Final Verdict (1962) 
b. The Trials of Earl Rogers 
 
5. Person of Reference: Clarence Darrow 
a. Trial of Clarence Darrow (any written document 
of the trial) 
b. Clarence Darrow: Collected Summations 
c. The Plea of Clarence Darrow 
d. People vs. Clarence Darrow (Cowan 1993) 
e. The Last Trials Clarence Darrow (Mcrae) 
f. The Story of My Life (Darrow) 
 
6. Author:  Michael Angelo Musmanno 
Dissenting Opinions of Justice Musmanno 
 
7. Author: Judge Herbert Stern 
a. Trying cases to Win: Evidence Weapons for 
Winning 
b. Wallace Stevens Art of Uncertainty 
 
8. Author: Lloyd Stryker 
a. The Art of Advocacy 
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OPTIONS TO THE FORECLOSURE & MORTGAGE LOAN CRISIS 

As we all know, property values are going down and adjustable rate mortgages and 
subsequent foreclosure actions are going up. In the face of these times, we repeatedly 
hear of homeowners facing foreclosure and either desperately trying to save their 
property or simply abandoning it. It’s a crisis that has had a major impact on our most 
recent economic downfall and now the continuing decline in surrounding home values. 
In all the confusion, what’s a homeowner to do? Whether the homeowner wants to save 
their home or walk away from it, there are options. 
 
Finding the right solution for your client begins first with a thorough consultation. 
During your first meeting, your client should bring all loan documents, the loan 
application and supporting documents (i.e., pay statements, tax returns, etc.) and all 
documents signed at closing.  In addition, an in depth look into their most recent and 

current financial situation and mortgage payment history is also key.  
 
In the event that the homeowner fell behind in the mortgage because of a temporary financial setback or fell 
victim to a loan with terms they did not understand, one option might lie in a modification or forbearance 
agreement with the mortgage company. In response to this ongoing crisis, many mortgage companies have 
created special “workout divisions” within their loss mitigation departments to handle these types of 
situations. The first step in this process is to immediately contact the mortgage company. The homeowner 
will then be required to provide the mortgage company with a host of documents, including but not limited 
to, pay statements, tax returns, a financial statement and possibly a letter of explanation regarding their 
particular set of circumstances. 
 
In the event the mortgage company is not willing to enter into any such agreement, the homeowner may have 
the option of obtaining relief through a Chapter 13 bankruptcy proceeding, in which the homeowner is 
permitted to repay past due arrears over a three to five year period, and begin making regular mortgage 
payments thereafter.  However, a successful modification, forbearance or a Chapter 13 bankruptcy will all 
depend on the homeowner’s ability to repay the arrears and/or maintain future payments. When the 
homeowner is not financially able to enter into any of these options, surrender of the property and total relief 
from the debt may be the answer in a Chapter 7 bankruptcy. 
 
When the homeowner is opposed to filing for bankruptcy, or doesn’t qualify for one reason or another, a 
“short sale” may be a viable option. In this option, permission is obtained from the mortgage company to sell 
the property, to a good faith purchaser, for an amount less than the amount due as payment in full.   
However, the homeowner should be cautioned that a short sale could have potential tax consequences for 
which they should consult an accountant.  A short sale, while viable, may take several months to complete.  
Be sure to contact the mortgage company early and advise any potential buyer before any contract is signed. 
 
Another option is to offer the mortgage company a deed in lieu of foreclosure. This process allows the 
homeowner to deed the property back to the mortgage company without the mortgage company having to 
undergo the costly expense of a foreclosure action. This option, like the short sale, could also have potential 
tax consequences. 
 
Options also exist for the homeowner who fell victim to predatory lending. A thorough review of the loan 
application, all related documents and deed of trust may reveal violations of the Truth-in-Lending Act (TILA) 
or the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act (RESPA).  In some instances, homeowner’s may be able to file 
civil actions and recover from the title company, mortgage broker, title company and any other party who 
may have participated in any violations. Thus, pointing out such violations to the mortgage company may 
lead to a more reasonable attempt at a workout solution.  Foreclosures may also be stopped by way of 
injunction when such violations are suspected. 
 
Most homeowners have one goal…to save their home.  While many options exist to that end, it is a reality 
that not all homes are able to be “saved”.  In these circumstances, it is our duty to counsel those clients to 
the best of our ability, educate them with all of applicable pros and cons and provide them with the most 
logical and beneficial options and outcome available.  Good luck! 

ShaRon M. Grayson 
Kelsey, Esq. 



 

lives in either Montgomery or Prince George’s 
County.  Dues: admitted to the Bar for less than 
5 years — $50; 5 years or more $100. 
 
Student: A “student member” shall be any student 
matriculating at any accredited school of law lo-
cated in Maryland or Washington Metropolitan 
Area who supports the principles and objectives of 
the Association and who, upon application and ap-
proval of the Board of Directors, pays the applica-
ble membership fee.  Dues: $10. 
 
New Admittees:  Admitted to practice in Maryland 
in the last 12 months.   Dues waived for the first 
year. 

   Membership classes are:  
 
Active:  An “active member” shall 
be any attorney who is a member 
in good standing and is licensed to 
engage in the practice of law in the 
State of Maryland.  Dues: admit-

ted to the Bar for less than 5 years — $50; 5 
years or more $100. 
 
Associate:  An “associate member” shall be any 
professor of law or person who is a member in 
good standing and is licensed to practice law in 
any jurisdiction other than Maryland and who 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION — DUES NOW BEING ACCEPTED. 

J. FRANKLYN BOURNE BAR ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 1121 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20773-1121 

www.bournebar.org 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS BITS & BRIEFS 

The J. Franklyn Bourne Bar 
Association is interested in your good 
news.  Please submit your events, 
announcements, promotions, etc. for 
publication.  Additionally, if you 
would like to write an article for 
publication in the newsletter, submit 
it to or contact Joel Braithwaite by 
the 10th of each month.  Let us know 
what’s happening in your field of 
practice! 

JFB General Meeting 
Legislative Reception  

Late January 2009 
Harry Browne’s Restaurant  

Annapolis 
 

More Info to Follow. 

We recently held our Annual Scholarship Awards 
Banquet.  Proceeds from the banquet are used to 
award scholarships to law students to help defray 
the cost of law school tuition. However, 
contributions can be made to the fund year round.   
 
In keeping with JFB’s commitment to increased 
minority participation in the practice of law, please 
join with us in those efforts by making a donation 
to the Scholarship fund.  Donations are tax 
deductible and any amount would be appreciated. 
Checks should be made payable to J. Franklyn 
Bourne Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. 
and mailed to P.O. Box 1121, Upper Marlboro, 
MD 20773. 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

JFB’s Montgomery County Committee 
Sat., Jan. 3, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
Montgomery County Bar Association  

27 West Jefferson Street, Rockville, MD  
Holly Reed (301) 587-9480 
Breakfast will be served. 




