


You are cordially invited to the  

J. FRANKLYN BOURNE BAR ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

Twenty-fourth Annual 

Scholarship Awards Banquet 
“Celebrating the Journey” 

 

Keynote Speaker 

SEAN CARTER, ESQ. 
 

Thursday, November 6, 2008 

at 

Martin’s Crosswinds 
7400 Greenway Center Drive · Greenbelt, MD 

 

Reception:      6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. 
           Dinner:       7:30 p.m.– 9:30 p.m. 

 

The Honorable Hassan El-Amin      Sharon Y. Christmas-DeBerry, Chair 
President       
 



Admission is $75 per person 
 

Name: ………………………………………………………………... 
Company: ……………………………………………………………. 
Address: ……………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………... 
Phone & Fax: ………………………………………………………… 
E-mail: ……………………………………………………………….. 
Number of Guests: …………………………………………………... 
Date & Signature: ……………………………………………………. 
 

(Please see sponsor packages on reverse) 
 

Sponsor Name: …………………………………………………... 
 

Sponsor Package 
or Ad Size Chosen: ……………………………………………… 
 

Please note: (1) Only Tables and Sponsors paid in full by October 16, 2008 will be guaranteed 
reserved table assignments, (2) all Sponsorship Table and Advertising submissions must be received 
no later than the October 16, 2008 deadline, and (3) all submissions must include camera ready ads.  
 

Please make all checks payable to: 
“J. Franklyn Bourne Scholarship Fund, Inc.” 

Contact Sharon Y. Christmas-DeBerry, Esq. (301) 883-8616 
Mail to: Sharon Y. Christmas-DeBerry, Esq. 

Kelsey & DeBerry, LLC 
9200 Basil Court, Suite 550 · Largo, MD 20774  

REGISTRATION SPONSORSHIP & ADVERTISING 

REGISTRATION REGISTRATION 



 

A center ad (2 full pages) in program, Ten (10) tickets to the banquet,   
Reserved seating, Special acknowledgement during the banquet,  
Table listing in the program, and a Souvenir photo 
 
 

Back cover full-page ad in program, Ten (10) tickets to the banquet,  
Reserved seating, Table listing in the program, and a Souvenir photo 
 
 

Inside front or inside back cover full-page ad in program, Ten (10) tickets   
to the banquet, Reserved seating, Table listing in the program, and a Souvenir 
photo 
 

Full-page ad in program, Ten(10) tickets to the banquet, Reserved seating, 
and Table listing in the program 

Half page-ad in program, Ten(10) tickets to the banquet, Reserved seating, 
and Table listing in the program 

Ten (10) tickets to the banquet, Reserved seating, and Table listing in     
program. 
     Full page ad* - $750 
      Half page ad* - $500 
      1/4 page ad* -  $250 
       1/8  page ad* - $150 
 

*Ad copy and/or art must be submitted with payment on or before October 16, 2008 and must be 
camera-ready.  Patron agrees to indemnify the publisher and the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Association, 
Inc. and the  J. Franklyn Bourne Scholarship Fund, Inc. against any claims resulting from unauthor-
ized use of any names, sketches, art work photographs, registers, trademarks, labels or works in our 
advertisements. 

REGISTRATION $2,500 Platinum Level Patron 

REGISTRATION $2,000 Gold Level Patron 

REGISTRATION $1,750 Silver Level Patron 

REGISTRATION $1,500 Bronze Level Patron 

REGISTRATION $1,200 Sponsor 

REGISTRATION $700 Tables 







 

BILLY MURPHY CLE PHOTOS 

www.bournebar.org 

JFB NEWSLETTER PAGE 4 



 

www.bournebar.org 
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JUSTICE IS BLIND . . . AND APPARENTLY, CHEAP AS WELL 

A prosecutor's $5 fine for being late to court was overturned after his boss filed a 
47-page appeal.  The presiding judge failed to give the lawyer proper written notice 
before sanctioning him for being five minutes tardy to an April robbery case, the 
4th District Court of Appeals ruled earlier this month. 
 
Yes, you read all of that correctly.  The 4th District Court of Appeals was actually 
asked to rule on a matter involving the whopping sum of $5.  And yes, in doing so, 
they were forced to wade through a 47-page appeal, which was most likely copied 
more than a dozen times at a cost well in excess of $50 ($50,000, if copied at your 
law firm). 
 
Can you just imagine being one of these judges?  You've finally ascended to the 
ranks of an appellate judgeship.  Your parents are making all of their friends and 
family sick as they talk about their son or daughter -- the "big-time appellate 
judge."  And then you have to go home for Thanksgiving and explain this case to 
your parents. 
 
"Have I decided any capital cases?  No, not exactly.  What about political cases? 
 No, not precisely.  Multi-billion dollar class actions?  No, not really.  But hey!  I 
did resolve a dispute over $5 last week.  Can you pass the cranberry mold?" 
 
I can only imagine that at some point, one of the judges must have been tempted 
to reach into her own pocket and just pay the $5 fine herself. 
 
Of course, I feel most sorry for the lower court judge who was reversed in this 
matter.  It's one thing to be reversed in a landmark decision like Roe v. Wade, 
Brown v. Board of Education or Ali v. Frazier.  These contests meant something 
(especially if you had money on Ali).  They had an impact on the history of the 
nation and to this day, generate heated debate and thoughtful reflection.  For 
some reason, I just can't fathom future historians producing a series of 
documentaries entitled "$5 to Life: The Case That Changed the Law as We Know 
It." 
 
Perhaps, the most pitiable person in this incident is the prosecutor who felt it 
necessary to appeal the massive $5 fine he received as a result of being five 
minutes late to court.  Now, I certainly understand that prosecutors don't make 
as much as, say, partners in large law firms (or associates in large law firms ... or 
receptionists in large law firms), yet are times that tough among the prosecutorial 
ranks?  Will prosecutors start hanging out around freeway off-ramps holding up 
signs reading, "Will Plea Bargain for Food"? 
 
And what does this story foretell about the ability of judges to assure promptness 
in their courts?  Without the ability to impose fines (even miniscule ones), will 
judges be forced to eliminate any expectation of timeliness? 
 
"Tomorrow, court will begin at, oh, around 10 ish ... or 11 ish ... or maybe, you could 
all arrive at sometime tomorrow before midnight, but hey, no pressure!" 

Sean Carter, Esq. 
 

Sean Carter is the 
founder of Lawpsided 
Seminars, a company 
devoted to solid legal 

continuing education with 
a healthy dose of 

laughter. Each year, he 
crisscrosses the country 
delivering his Lawpsided 
Seminars to more than 
100 state and local bar 
associations, law firms, 
in-house corporate legal 
departments and law 

schools. For more 
information, please visit 

his website at 
www.lawhumorist.com 

Sean Carter's Lawpsided View of the Law 
 

Random musings about the state of the law and the legal profession  
from its foremost (and likely, only) Humorist at Law. 



 

Dues: admitted to the Bar for less than 5 years — $25; 
all others — $50. 
 Student: Matriculated at a Washington 
metropolitan area law school or lives in Montgomery or 
Prince George’s County and matriculated in any law 
school. Dues: $5. 
 New Admittees: Admitted to practice in 
Maryland in the last 12 months. Dues waived. 
 
 Due checks should be made payable to J. 
Franklyn Bourne Bar Association, Inc. and mailed to 
P.O. Box 1121, Upper Marlboro, MD 20773.  
 
 For membership applications, please visit  our 
webs i te ,  www.bournebar .o rg ,  o r  contac t  
Janelle Jordan & Judge Herman C. Dawson. 

   JFB is committed to legal excellence, 
communi ty  se rv i ce ,  and  the 
advancement of African-American 
minorities in the legal profession. Our 
membership consists primarily of 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  
attorneys who live and/or work in 
Montgomery and Prince George’s 

Counties.  
 
 Membership classes are: 
 Active: Licensed to practice law in Maryland. 
Dues: admitted to the Bar for less than 5 years — $25; 
all others — $50. 
 Associate: Licensed in any other jurisdiction, 
who lives in Montgomery or Prince George’s County. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION — PLEASE MAIL 2008 DUES TODAY 

J. FRANKLYN BOURNE BAR ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 1121 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20773-1121 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
    

Thurs. Oct. 16, 2008. JFB General Meeting 
Launching The Bourne Pages 

OLDE TOWN INN,  
14745 Main Street,  

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772,  
Tel 301-627-5334, 6:30 p.m.   
Light hors d'oeuvres, cash bar.  

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
Thurs. Nov. 6, 2008 

Annual JFB Scholarship Awards Banquet 

BOURNE PORTRAIT HUNG 

www.bournebar.org 

ELECTION JUDGES NEEDED 

The Montgomery County Board of Elections is 
seeking about 4,000 people to serve as election 
judges in nearly 250 voting precincts for the Nov. 4 
general election.  Judges must be registered 
Maryland voters; be able to speak, read and write 
English; and must not hold, or be a candidate for, 
public or party office. 

The board especially needs registered 
Republicans, independents and unaffiliated voters. 
The board also seeks judges bilingual in Spanish, 
election judge alternates and part-time "closer 
judges" to assist with the closing of polling locations 
on election night. Training will be provided, and a 
$180 stipend is paid to most judges. 

To apply or for more information, call the Board 
of Elections at 240-777-8533, e-mail 
electionjudge@montgomerycountymd.gov or visit 
http://www.777vote.org. 

In July 2008, Judge J. Franklyn Bourne's portrait 
took its place beside other former District Court 
judges in Courtroom 357, the District Court's 
Ceremonial Courtroom in the Courthouse in Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland.  Looking on with pride are 
Judges DaNeeka Cotton, Hassan El-Amin and 
Beverly J. Woodard.  




